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[bookmark: _Hlk89169838]Good morning to my friends in Vietnam, and hello to all of you joining from around the globe.  It is an honor for me to be with you today at the 14th Vietnam Conference on Nuclear Science and Technology.  For those of you whom I haven’t had the pleasure to meet, in-person or remotely, my name is Anthony Wier.  I am Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Nuclear Nonproliferation Policy at the U.S. Department of State. I join you today from Washington, D.C.  

I would like to start by thanking the Vietnam Atomic Energy Institute, or VINATOM, for inviting me to share information about the Foundational Infrastructure for Responsible Use of Small Modular Reactor Technology, or FIRST- program and the benefits of SMR technologies with you today.  I would also like to recognize our friends from Japan, who have partnered with us on the Indonesia FIRST project and have also joined us on the ASEAN Regional Forum webinar series and other FIRST activities. 

The United States announced the FIRST program last April as a component of the Biden-Harris Administration’s efforts in addressing the climate crisis.  Building on more than 60 years of U.S. innovation and expertise in nuclear energy, FIRST is intended to provide capacity-building support to partner countries as they explore and develop nuclear energy programs to help achieve their clean energy production goals—and to do so under the highest international standards for nuclear safety, security, and nonproliferation.  In the Leader’s Summit on Climate on April 22nd of this year, the Administration highlighted the FIRST program as one of the United States’ key efforts to promote innovation in bringing clean technologies to scale and to build unprecedented global cooperation to confront the climate crisis.  The United States went on to announce several FIRST partnerships at COP26, the UN climate conference of parties, in Glasgow last month, shining a spotlight on the value of international collaboration under this program.

At its heart, FIRST is a capacity-building program designed to strengthen partnerships with potential nuclear energy newcomer states, to support energy innovation, and to advance technical collaboration with partner nations on secure and safe nuclear energy infrastructure development.  For countries that are considering the deployment of SMRs or other innovative reactor designs for civil power generation such as floating nuclear power plants, the U.S. seeks to support those countries in proceeding in a manner consistent with the International Atomic Energy Agency’s Milestones Approach for implementing a responsible nuclear power program. 

Some of you may have engaged with FIRST during our successful webinar series hosted through the ASEAN Regional Forum this past spring and summer.  In fact, that webinar series set the stage for an in-person symposium to take place under the ASEAN Regional Forum and focused on “Nuclear Nonproliferation Safety and Security Standards and the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Technology,” which the U.S. will co-host with Vietnam in Hanoi when the global health situation permits.  The U.S. team leading the FIRST Program looks forward to this event and to strengthening further our ties in Vietnam and Southeast Asia while we are obliged to maintain a remote posture due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

I know many of you present today are technical experts and researchers in this field, while others are government officials like myself with a broad range of responsibilities.  Speaking from our experience on the other side of the ocean, nuclear energy is the largest source of emissions-free energy in the United States, where 55 percent of our total electricity generation comes from clean energy. After hydropower, nuclear energy is the world’s second-largest source of emissions-free energy, comprising nearly 30 percent of global clean electricity generation. Small modular reactors, like their traditional, larger nuclear reactor cousins, are equally emissions free.

In order to meet domestic energy needs and clean energy generation goals, a number of emerging and advanced nuclear reactor technologies are swiftly coming to market.  For those countries considering the potential for these advanced reactors to meet their future needs, the FIRST program is here to help these partners prepare for responsible, national decision-making that successfully addresses relevant technical, nuclear security and safety, regulatory development and licensing, financial, and other key considerations.

SMRs, in particular, offer significant benefits such as lower capital and operating costs than traditional power plants; scalability and flexibility for a variety of applications; and the ability to partner with other clean energy sources, such as wind and solar power.  But SMRs can do much more than just generate reliable and clean electricity for local, regional, or national power grids.  They can also be used to desalinate water to support a growing society’s clean water needs, to replace coal as a climate-friendly power source for energy-intensive industrial processes like steel production, and to produce hydrogen to help decarbonize transportation and other sectors.  Reduced build times and total costs for SMRs are also expected to draw private investors, making SMRs easier to finance than large reactor projects.  This means that SMRs can deliver more electricity sooner, and potentially open new opportunities for a country’s economic growth.

Of similar importance, SMRs, like those we are developing, incorporate improved safety, security and nonproliferation features making them more resistant to weapons-related nuclear proliferation than many traditional, larger nuclear power plants.  Promoting the security, safety, and proliferation-resistant benefits of SMRs is another reason FIRST has been prioritized by my Bureau and the Department of State, and one among many reasons our partner states value the program.

Finally—and very importantly—FIRST offers a vehicle to strengthen U.S. cooperation with partner countries’ nuclear sectors, through both bilateral and regional engagements.  FIRST involves not only policy and technical experts representing the U.S. government, but also experts from industry, national laboratories, and academic institutions that cooperate actively in the program.  FIRST is a global program, with active partnerships across the world and in Southeast Asia, including in Indonesia and the Philippines.  Over the next two days of this conference, I hope you will consider additional opportunities for technical dialogue with the U.S. under the context of the FIRST program.

Through efforts like FIRST, the United States seeks to work collaboratively with partners to address the climate crisis, spur innovation, conserve our environment, build resilience, and drive growth for communities in a safe and secure manner. We are proud that FIRST is part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s approach to achieve these goals. 

Of course, this work has been complicated, like so many other efforts, by the COVID-19 pandemic.  While I am unable to join you in-person for this conference as a direct result of the pandemic, I extend my personal well-wishes to everyone for continued good health, full recovery, and safety during this uncertain time. 

To conclude, the United States is committed to working with countries to address common climate change, clean energy, nuclear security, and nonproliferation challenges. The FIRST program is one important way in which we are addressing these global challenges, and we appreciate Vietnam’s cooperation through the program. We are strongly committed to our alliances and partnerships in Southeast Asia and around the world, and we are interested in deepening our cooperation with interested governments and institutions on topics related to nuclear energy and security.  I look forward to engaging further with all of you again.  

Thank you all so much for your attention.  I’m happy to yield the floor [back to the conference organizers and the next speaker].
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